“Veterans helping veterans”

FAVS President Wins MAAAB Technology Award
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Our ever so humble
president Art
Gandionco was the
recipient of  the

—

Mayor’s Asian
American  Advisory
Board Technology
Award  during the
MAAAB luncheon
held at Radisson

Riverwalk Hotel on
May 17, 2005. Art
was one of the many
civic leaders awarded
for their excellence in

Art Gandionco posed with Ms. Shinae
Chun, Director of Women’s Bureau for
the U.S. Department of Labor during the

Mayor’s  Asian  American  Advisory  their profession. Guest
Board Luncheon. Speaker Ms. Shinae
Chun, Women’s

Bureau Director, U.S. Department of Labor handed the award to
the exuberant FAVS President who was accompanied by his
wife, Yvonne, the FAVS First Lady. The MAAAB luncheon
which was held to honor the Asian Pacific American Heritage
Week is unprecedented in Jacksonville. Nes Papel chaired this
huge and successful event and hopes the success of this event
will make it a mainstay in honoring the Asian Pacific American
heritage in the years to come. FAVS Area Coordinator Pat
Patangan is also a member of the Advisory Board and largely
contributed in the preparation efforts.

WELCOME ABOARD !!!

Welcome aboard new FAVS members Rey Sanalila, Edmundo
Cabales, James Franks, Pat Ganio, Alberto Manosca, Zeny
Arzaga, Presedencio “Ed” Pike, Dave Pagaduan, Tristan Serrano,
Tom McNamara, and Rene Laguador.

FAVS’ UNYIEDING SUPPORT
TO WWII VETS!!!

In a strong display of support and unity with its older comrades-
in-arms of the WWII era, four officers of FAVS led by President
Art Gandionco, accompanied 84 year-old WWII veteran and
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retired educator Pat Ganio; and American Coalition for Filipino
Veterans, Inc. Director Eric Lachica into a May 23" meeting
with Col. Rocky McPherson (USMC, Ret) in Tallahassee,
Florida. McPherson is Governor Bush’s Executive Director of
Veteran’s Affairs. Legislative Director Jim Brodie, and External
Affairs Director Col. Charley Price (USA, Ret.) were also
present to meet with the Jacksonville delegation.

Ganio, a Bataan Death March survivor asked McPherson for his
recommendation to Gov. Bush in support of the bills S.146 and
H.R. 302. The FAVS delegation stressed the importance of the
growing Filipino community in Florida.

McPherson advised the delegation to send a formal letter to Gov
Bush, urging him to write Senators Bill Nelson and Mel Martinez
to co-sponsor the “Filipino Equity” bills. He also advocated
writing formal letters to the two senators and 25 members of
Congress. McPherson, Brodie and Price all acknowledged the
courageous contributions of Filipino WWII Veterans, and the
officers and enlisted members and their families in the three
military bases in the Jacksonville area.

FAVS Officers (L to R): Richard Aquino, Bob Bontilao, Art Gandionco and
Ding Sabio join Patrick Ganio, (in white shirt) of the American Coalition for
Filipino Veterans, in presenting a DVD history to Col. Rocky McPherson
(USMC, Ret.), Executive Director of the Florida Department of Veterans'
Affairs in Tallahassee on May 23, 2005. Not in picture are Mr. Jim Brodie,
Legislative Director, Col. Charley Price,(USA, Ret). External Affairs
Director, and ACFV Director Eric Lachica.



After the meeting, the delegation drove back to Jacksonville to
present their plea to the influential Northeast Florida Veterans
Council. Ganio and ACFV Director Eric Lachica provided a 30
minute presentation to the council, presided by Acting Chair
Heywood “Pete” Dowling. NEFVC represents 36 veteran’s
organizations in Northeast Florida. After a short but spirited
deliberation, the council unanimously passed the resolution with
a statement: “Be it resolved that the General Assembly of the
NORTHEAST FLORIDA VETERANS COUNCIL, comprised
of delegates representing 36 veterans organizations, urge
President George W. Bush, Florida Governor Jeb Bush, Sen.
Bill Nelson, Sen. Mel Martinez _and _other _Florida
Congressional Members to support the bills S. 146 and H.R.
302 and the budget proposal of $22 Million that would fully
restore the U.S. recognition to WWII Filipino veterans and to
provide them with honorable VA pensions."”

FAVS ACTIVITIES:

FAVS Supports Katrina Fund Raising Drive

Officers and members of FAVS joined the Filipino-American
Community at Rusty’s Grill on September 15 in a fund-raising
event for the victims of the catastrophic Hurricane Katrina. The
event was sponsored by the FILAM Council and spearheaded by
Lally Ferro and Zeny Arzaga, and fellow vets Ed Obrero (Bicol
Association President), Albert Montemayor (FILAM Council
President) and Conrad Mangune, also of the FILAM Council. It
was rather an evening of fun in dining, dancing, singing, and just
plain talking to old friends. Although the event was hastily
organized, due to scheduling difficulties, a steady flow of
supporters from all sides of town kept pouring in from 6:00PM to
midnight. Leaders from different Filipino organizations were on
hand to show support as well. Of course, Karaoke was the
highlight of the entertainment as folks took turns to sing their
own renditions of their favorite melodies. Raffles, door prizes,
and different auctions was conducted to fill the evening and get
the crowd pumped up. Overall, the event netted over $1500
dollars. “...and donations are still pouring in at this time,” says
Albert Montemayor. FILAM extends their gratitude to every one
who participated in this noble cause.

Red Cross Volunteer Serves NAS Jax Hospital
(Source: Jax Air News (9/22/05)

Three weeks ago, the American Red Cross launched the biggest
emergency operation in its history, as volunteers rushed to help
ravaged Gulf Coast states. Victims struggling to overcome the
effects of Hurricane Katrina continue to benefit from voluneers’
selfless devotions. On the local level, Red Cross volunteers at
NAS Jax, devote personal time and effort everyday in the spirit
of their organization. The Red Cross office, adjoining the main
entrance, disperses helpers to the many departments the hospital
must staff. In the past, several sailors requiring experience in
order to cross-rate or to prepare for a career after retiring from
the Navy, have given their time to satisfy altruistic motives, to
explore new careers, to befriend others and even to engage in
self-discovery.

Among those volunteers is fellow
FAVS member, Fred Cabales who
started working as the hospital’s
shuttle driver after 20 years as a chief
mess specialist. “I look at volunteer
services here as giving back to God. 1
talked to the people I give rides to and
all of them have a unique story,” said
Cabales. “After more than three years
of helping people out here, I have
learned to read people’s needs just by looking at the. It doesn’t
matter if it’s a wounded sailor or a frail senior citizen. I can
sense just by looking where they need to go inside the hospital.”

Fred is the shining example for all the veterans to emulate. His
unselfish actions and gracious demeanor in his volunteerism
serves notice to the men and women in uniform, past and present,
that people like Fred are all over this country in total support of
their endeavors.

The Red Cross fills communication gaps easily taken for granted.
Since Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast, the hospital’s Red
Cross office has received calls for information on a daily basis.
Anyone willing to volunteer at the hospital, can call 542-7252.

Minutes Summary

® Veterans Day Parade Chairman Wanted! A volunteer to
chair the Veteran’s Day Parade Committee is needed.
Currently Fred Cabales is acting interim chair.
In a stunning move, Nes Papel asked everyone’s
undivided attention, and nominated Fred as the
permanent Chair for the FAVS Veterans Day
Committee. The move was overwhelmingly approved
by those present, and there you have it. Case closed!
Fred is now the official Permanent Veteran’s Day
Parade Committee Chairman.

e Bishop Kenny High School donates flagpoles to FAVS.

e FAVS and FILAM are collaborating to march together
as one unit in the parade.

o Flag bearers needed! If you are young and able, and
interested in carrying one of the nine flags in the parade,
please let us know. The 9 flags that we are carrying are:
1 US flag, 1 State flag, 1Philippine flag, 5 flags for the
branches of Service: USN, USA, USAF, USMC, USCG,
and 1 MIA-POW.

e  Marchers are welcome! Once a veteran, always a
veteran! If you feel like marching with us during the
parade, do not hesitate. This parade is for you. Let us
know if you want to do so.

Birthday Greetings:

April:  Ed Ajoc, Ray DeLeon, John Wilde, Alberto Alcantara,

and Albert Manosca

May: Celebrants: Dave Malinag and Augusto DeAsis,



June:  Roland Noche, Ted Magpantay, Tony Lamar, Cesar
Alaras, and Ben Ponce
July: Rudy Alcantara, Will Hux, Remo Cabrega, and

Enrique Aquino,

August: Claro Magpantay, Albert Montemayor, Demetrio
Cardona, Ariel Dejesus, Edmundo Cabales,

September: Bob Bontilao, Ben Gilbert, Joe Epino, Jun
Borja, Cesar Pegarido, Rodel Bongayan, Larry
Portillo, Bert Laberinto, Tony Dingca, Ron Quitevis,
Ed Callao, Jonathan delMundo, Rene Laguador,
Zeny Arzaga and Ed Pike

10 Reasons to Use Military
Education Benefits Now

1. You've paid for it. If you have GI Bill benefits, you've
already put in $1,200 of your own hard-earned money. That's
$1,200 in seed money for your education. The GI Bill can pay
more than $32,000 of your education costs. Add in other benefits
you might have, like the Army or Navy College Fund, and you
could have access to over $75,000 for school.

2. Degree holders earn more money. That's a fact. Americans
with undergraduate degrees, like a BA or BS, make three times
more money than Americans with high school diplomas.
Graduate degree holders make even more -- on average 33%
more than bachelor's degree holders.

3. It can advance your career. Whether you're on active duty or
in the civilian workforce, earning a degree can help you get
promoted in your current job or get a better job altogether.

4. It's fast. Your military experience may have earned you
credit. It's not uncommon for service members to find out they
are only a few credits shy of an Associate Degree because of
their military training. With accelerated programs geared towards
working adults, you can earn some degrees in less than 18
months.

5. It's convenient. With the Internet, distance learning has
become more and more popular. It's flexible. It doesn't matter
where you are stationed or what hours you keep, you study
wherever and whenever you want -- and earn the same degree
that you'd earn from a college campus.

6. It's easy. Well, you may have to work hard in class, but
finding a school that will accept your military benefits, help you
through the VA process and give you credit for your service --
that's easy. Military.com has found them for you. Getting
information from them is fast and free.

7. Pursue a new path. Thinking that you're in the wrong career?
Want to try something new? Let the GI Bill pay for it. Earn a
degree in something you've always been interested in. Get
certified in a new field. This is your opportunity to do what you
love.

8. Learning is good. The opportunity to continue to learn and
experience new things can enhance your life, and open new
doors for you.

9. You don't have forever. If you've already separated, you only
have ten years from your date of separation to use your GI Bill
benefits. It goes by faster than you might think.

If you're still on active duty, you can use your Tuition
Assistance, only available to active duty personnel, to pay up to
100% of your tuition costs, but this may not survive future
budget cuts.

10. Why not? You have the funds. With schedules that allow
you to study "wherever and whenever," you certainly have the
time. You have what it takes, the drive and the discipline. Why
would you NOT use the military benefits you've earned to go to
school and make more money in your career? You have nothing
to lose.

Take the next step. Get free information from military-friendly
schools. Find a school that offers the degree you want -- and
will work with you to help you use your military experience to
earn your degree. Get started today!

(Source: www.military.com)

Featured Veterans

Pat Patangan
One of the original founders of

FAVS and Southside Area
Coordinator, Hospital Corpsman
Chief (USNR) Orbito “Pat”
Patangan hails from Quezon City,
the former capital of the

Philippines. After completing
high school, he pursued pre-
medical  studies (Arts &

Sciences), and then attended the
Institute of Medicine, Far Eastern
University Graduate School. He
joined the US Navy at Sangley
Point, in Cavite, Philippines. After completion of his first
enlistment, Pat pursued and earned his Bachelors degree in
Medical Technology. He then embarked on the MBA Program
before rejoining The Navy. It would take several years before he
could come back in the classroom environment, this time to
pursue Business Administration at Jones College here in
Jacksonville.

His Navy tour brought him to exciting places of fun and
adventure: NAS Keflavik, Iceland; Patrol Squadron (VP) 56
Norfolk, Va; Hospital Corpsman School, Great Lakes, II;
Physical Therapy Class C School in Bethesda, Md; NAS
Jacksonville Naval Hospital, Fleet Marine Force School and 2™
Medical Battalion in Camp Lejeune, N.C.; Hospital ship USS
Sanctuary; Naval Hospital Portsmouth, Va; and last but not least,
The Marine Reserve Air Wing Medical Detachment in NAS Jax,
FL. It was during one of these tours that he met his loving wife,



partner, and great friend, Normita (Papa), M.D. They settled here
in Jacksonville, where she established her Private Family
Practice, while he embarked in the coin laundromat and printing
businesses.

Pat’s passion is not limited to family and country. He is a strong
advocate of giving back to the community. Pat and some fellow
business owners founded the Philippine American Business
Alliance and he served as its first president. He is currently the
treasurer for the Mayor’s Asian American Advisory Board, a
member of Knights of Columbus, 4™ degree, and a strong
supporter of FAVS.

Pat enjoys spending his time off with Normita. They are blessed
with two sons: Dr. “John” Patangan (Lcdr, DC, USNR) who is
serving aboard the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76). He graduated
from Tufts University Dental School in Boston, Ma. and married
to the former Angela Maas. Patrick Patangan, Esq., a graduate of
Loyola Law School in New Orleans, La; and practicing law here
in Jacksonville. He is married to the former Lara Campbell and
together, they have two sons, Patrick Michael, 3 years old; and
Alexander James, 4months old.

Ding Sabio

This wily veteran, public servant and
impressive chess aficionado is a native of
Naga City in the Bicol Province in the
Philippines. Born Digno Sabio, “Ding” as
he is familiarly called by friends attended
high school at Saint Peters Academy
(SPA) in Polangui, Albay. Upon
graduation, he pursued the Electrical
Engineering field at Mapua Institute of
Technology in Manila. His studies were
cut short as the lure of a US Navy life,
exciting adventures and the chance to live in the US became very
appealing. He enlisted in the US Navy at Sangley Point, R.P. It
would be more than twenty years before he would be able to
come back in the classroom environment

Ding’s phenomenal Navy service brought him to exciting and
marvelous places such as Newfoundland, Canada (Naval Station
Argentia), Keflavik, Iceland (Naval Station Keflavik), Annapolis,
Maryland (US Naval Academy), and Jacksonville, Florida
(Naval Air Station Cecil Field). He also served aboard the USS
Long Beach (CGN-9), Norfolk, Virginia; and USS Albert T.
Harris (DE-447), Whitestone, New York

Upon retirement from the Navy, Ding went back to college and
attended Florida Community College at Jacksonville where he
received his Associates Degree. He continued his studies at The
University of North Florida where he graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Political Science

He took a position with the City of Jacksonville Veterans
Services, where he excelled in his new role as public servant,
counseling fellow veterans of all walks of life. His continued
efforts and dedicated services allowed him to rise to the level of
Senior Veterans Service Officer.

While serving his fellow brothers—in-arms, Ding committed
himself to a myriad of organizational, civic and volunteer
activities in the community. Among his affiliations and
noteworthy achievements: Bicol Association, where he served as
its first president (1983-1985); Chairman of Bicol National
Association of America National; United States Chess
Foundation, American Legion, Bayanihan Club, Northeast
Florida Veterans Council, where he served as newsletter editor
(1989-1992); Visayas-Mindanao Association, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans, US Marine Corps
League, the First Coast Asian American Chamber of Commerce
(board member); and the Filipino-American Veterans Society
where he currently serves as its PRO. When he’s “NOT BUSY”,
he enjoys occasional games of Chess. He is currently involved in
mentoring the young minds of Jacksonville in the art of playing
chess as a chess consultant of the Bayanihan Chess Club.

Claro Magpantay

Born and raised in Manila,
Philippines, Claro
Magpantay, a Professional
Registered Engineer in Florida
attended elementary and high
school education at San Beda

College, San Sebastian College and
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i J University of Santo  Tomas
m”m/ respectively. He pursued the
engineering field at Adamson

University and attained the Bachelor’s Degree in Civil
Engineering in 1982. He then participated in the Philippine Civil
Engineer Board Examination and passed it with flying colors by
placing in the top 50 of the 1500 successful candidates.

In December, 1982, Claro and his lovely wife Divine migrated
to the US where he enlisted in the Army to join the US Army
Corps of Engineers. After seven weeks of extensive training at
Fort Jackson, SC, where he was serving as a squad leader, a
freak accident occurred where he sustained a broken arm. The
Army decided to award him a medical discharge, and after seven
weeks of service, this FAVS Orange Park/Argyle Area
Coordinator officially became a veteran.

With his dream of serving the Army Corps of Engineers
completely shattered. Claro pursued his engineering career with
a Jacksonville engineering firm as a draftsman. Starting from the
lowest rung of the corporate ladder, he worked hard and slowly
but surely worked his way to the top. On the side, he got busy
preparing for the Florida Engineering Board Examination and
after long hours of studies, he passed the two required
examinations and attained the Registered Professional Engineer
status. He is currently employed as a senior project manager by
CH2M Hill, Inc., a prestigious engineering firm overseeing
worldwide contractual projects and over 14,000 employees. He
is tasked to oversee different projects in land development,
single and multi-family subdivision, storm water modeling,
drainage, water and sanitary sewer utilities. At times, he would
shuttle back and forth between the Gainesville regional office
and the Jacksonville satellite office.



Claro’s other professional affiliations are with The American
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), and The Philippine Institute
of Civil Engineers (PICE). He is also an active member of
Filipino-American Veterans Society (FAVS) and The Fil-Am
Republicans of Northeast Florida (FARNEF).

Claro is married to his beautiful wife, the former Divine Agana
and they are blessed with two daughters: Cheryl, who is
attending the University of Florida; and Crystal, who is a senior
at Paxson High School

UNIFORM SNAFU

Modern Military Terms

Engage the Enemy means “to blow something up.”

Surgical Strike means “to blow up something small.”

Decapitate means “to blow up their leaders.”

Collateral Damage means “to accidentally blow up something of
theirs.”

Friendly Fire means “to accidentally blow up something of ours.”
Target of Opportunity means “to blow something up on a whim.”
Kinetic Targeting means “to blow up something that's moving.”
Ordnance is “something that that does the blowing up”

An Asset is “something that can be blown up”

Embedded Media means “a report that's blown out of
proportion.”

God’ Busy!
During a college class a professor, professing that he was an

atheist to the class that he was teaching told them that he was
going to prove to them that there is no God.

He said, "God, if you are real, I want you to knock me off of this
platform. I'll give you 15 minutes!"

Ten minutes went by. He kept taunting God, saying, "Here I am
God. I'm waiting!"

It got down to the last couple of minutes and a young veteran
service member just released from being on active duty and
newly registered in the class walked up to the professor, and hit
him full force in the face, which sent him tumbling from his
platform.

The professor struggled up, obviously shaken and yelled, "What's
the matter with you? Why did you do that?"

The veteran replied, "God was busy; so he sent me!"

The Chief's Parrot
The old Chief finally retired from the Navy and got that chicken
ranch he always wanted. He took with him his lifelong pet parrot.

First morning at 04:30, the parrot squawked and said, "Off yer
hocks and don yer socks. Reveille"

The old chief told the parrot, "We are no longer in the Navy. Go
back to sleep.”

The next morning, the parrot did the same thing. The old Chief
told the parrot, "Look, if you keep this up, I will put you out in
the chicken pen."

Again the parrot did it, and true to his word, the Chief put the
parrot in the chicken pen. About 06:30, the Chief was awakened
by one heck of a ruckus in the chicken pen. He went out to see
what was the matter.

The parrot had about 40 white chickens in formation and on the
ground lay 3 bruised and beaten brown ones. The parrot was
saying, "By God, when I say fall out in dress whites, I don't mean
Khakis

Seals VS Green Beret

Two Seals boarded a quick shuttle flight out of Dallas, headed
for Houston. One sat in the window seat, the other sat in the
middle seat.

Just before take-off, A Green Beret got on and took the aisle seat
next to the two Seals. The Green Beret kicked off his boots,
wiggled his toes and was settling in when the Seal in the window
seat said,” I think I'll get up and get a coke."

"No problem," said the Green Beret, "I'll get it for you." While he
was gone, the Seal picked up the Green Beret's boot and spit in it.

When the Green Beret returned with the coke, the other Seal
said, "That looks good, I think I'll have one too."

Again, the Green Beret obligingly went to fetch it and while he
was gone, the Seal picked up the other boot and spit in it.

The Green Beret returned and they all sat back and enjoyed the
short flight to Houston.

As the plane was landing, the Green Beret slipped his feet into
his boots and knew immediately what had happened.

"How long must this go on?" the Green Beret asked. "This

fighting between our groups? This hatred? This animosity? This
spitting in boots and pissing in cokes?"

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1. Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc announced its "Heroes Salute"
to honor the U.S. Armed Services by offering free
single-day admission to its Sea World and Busch
Gardens parks to active duty military, active reservists,
U.S. Coast Guard, National Guardsmen and as many as
three direct dependents beginning Feb. 7 through Dec.
31, 2005. Any active duty, active reserve, ready reserve
service member or National Guard is entitled to free
admission under the program. He or she need only to
register, either online at www.herosalute.com or in the
entrance plaza of participating parks, and show a
Department of Defense photo ID. As many as three
direct dependents of military personnel also are entitled
to free admission. Dependents may take advantage of
the offer without their service member, though an adult
must accompany minor dependents. For more
information, visit www.anheuser-busch.com.




2. The First Coast Asian American Chamber of Commerce

will hold its Inauguration Ceremony at the Hyatt The FAVS Newsletter
Regency Hotel in downtown Jacksonville (formerly

Adam’s Mark Hotel) on October 22" at 6:00PM. Edlt(-)l‘lal Board .

Dinner and dancing follow. Cost of ticket is $45.00 ea. Nes Papel, Chair, Board of Directors
Guest speaker is Dr. Clyde L. Diao, Senior Economist Art Gandionco, President

of Governor Jeb Bush. Sean King, the China Portfolio Bob Bontilao, Editor

Manager, of the Advocacy Center of the U.S.

Department of Commerce is the keynote speaker. ) ) o
The FAVS Newsletter is published and distributed FREE to

members of the Filipino American Veterans Society (FAVS).
Articles are sole responsibility of the contributors.

3. Katrina Relief Drive — October 28 (Friday) 6 pm at
Rusty Grill. Tickets are $6 and $2 goes to Red Cross.

4. October 29, 2005 — Bicol Association Dinner. Please send any letter, amgles, comments, feedback, and any
- . . items on topics of general interest to our veterans to Bob
Venue: Ramona Pavilion (West side). Ticket - $35 ea. Bontilao, 1671 Misty Lake Drive, Orange Park, F1, 32003 or

email to: illustrious2000@hotmail.com

5. November 12, 2005 — Veteran’s Ball. Guest Speaker
is Col. Charley Price, USA Retired, Director of External

Affairs of the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs in
Tallahassee, Florida.
Venue: Radisson Riverwalk Hotel. Ticket - $35 ea.

6. The FILAM Council invites everyone to join and
experience the Philippine Heritage of celebrating the
upcoming Christmas. ‘“Pasko Sa Nayon” will feature
numerous ways of how we celebrate Christmas in our native
land. Lots of surprises and programs awaits you on
December 18" Venue: Philippine Cultural Center @
Brannan Field Road. MALIGAYANG PASKO!

7. December 31, 2005 — Year End Celebration.
Venue: Radisson Riverwalk Hotel.

FROM YOUR SHIP STORE:

FAVS’ headgears shown above are now available to all
members. Qur official Pershing cap, which we normally wear
during formal military events, can now be purchase at $25.50
each. We have only few sizes left in our ship store. Qur ball cap
is 310 each and FAVS patches are 35 each. Contact Art
Gandionco at 237-4364 if you want to purchase any of the above.









